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PREFACE 

 

Purulia is the western most district of West Bengal with all India significance because of its 

tropical location. The district is between 22
0
42ô35ò and 23

0
42ô 0ò north latitude and 85

0
49ô25ò 

& 860 54ô 37ò east longitude. The district is characterized by undulating topography with  
rugged hilly terrains in the Western and Southern parts. General elevation of the land surface 

ranges from 150 m to 300 m, the master slope being towards the east and south east. Three 

types of soils have been recognized in this district viz.(1) residual types derived from 

weathering of granites, gneisses and schist (2) Lateritic soil in the upland area (3) Clay loam 

to clay in the valleys. Almost entire district soil is acidic. 
 

Purulia is well known as a drought prone district and falls within the semi ïarid region of the 

state. The district is situated within the agro-climatic region of Eastern plateau and Hills and 

sub-region Chhotonagpur South and West Bengal Plateau . The district has a sub tropical 

climate and is characterized by high evaporation and low precipitation. Average annual 

rainfall varies between 1100 and 1500 mm. 
 

The relative humidity is high in Monsoon season being 75% to 80%. But in hot summer its 

comes down to 25% to 35%. Temperature varies over a wide range from 7
0
 Celsius in winter 

to 46.80
0
 Celsius in the summer.  

Following the natural slope of the district all the rivers have easterly or south easterly 

courses. Only the Subarnekha flows south and receives West and South west flowing 

tributaries. The Kangsabati is master stream of the district, draining more than three fifth of 

the district. All the tributaries of the Damodar, Kangsabati, Kumari, Darakeshwar 

,Subarnarekha, Bandhu & Silajit are non perennial and subject to flash flood : 
 

As per satellite Imagery data total geographical area of this district is 6257.78 sq. km. out 

of which 52.47 % are used for agriculture. 29.69% are under forest coverage (including social 

forestry) and 14.11% are identified as wasteland. 
 

I am glad that Multi Hazard District Disaster Management Plan for 2018-19 has been 

prepared with good effort from the Disaster management Officials led by the District 

Magistrate. 
 

I hope all the departments and public representatives will put up a co-ordinate effort to 

effectively implement the plan. 
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Introduction 
 

Purulia came into being as a district of West Bengal in 1956. Purulia is the westernmost district 

of West Bengal with all-India significance because of its tropical location, its shape as well as function 

like a funnel. It funnels not only the tropical monsoon current from the Bay to the subtropical parts of 

north-west India, but also acts as a gateway between the developed industrial belts of West Bengal and 

the hinterlands in Orissa, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. 
 
 

 

Location and extent 
 

This district is between 22
o
42'35" and 23

o
42'0" north latitude and 85

o
49'25ò and 86

o
54'37ò east 

longitude. Midnapore, Bankura and Burdwan district of West Bengal and Dhanbad, Bokaro, 

Hazaribagh, Ranchi, West Singbhum, East Singbhum district of Jharkhand State bound this district. 
 
 

 

Geography 
 

The district is characterized by undulating topography with rugged hilly terrains in the western and 

southern parts. Purulia is well known as a drought prone district and falls within the semi-arid region of the 

state. The district is situated within the agro-climatic region of Eastern Plateau and Hills and sub-region 

Chhotonagpur south and West Bengal plateau. The district has a sub-tropical climate and is characterized by 

high evaporation and low precipitation. Average annual rainfall varies between 1100 and 1500 mm .The 

relative humidity is high in monsoon season, being 75% to 85%. But in hot summer it comes down to 25% 

to 35%. Temperature varies over a wide range from 7
o
 Celsius in winter to 48.50

o
 Celsius in the summer. 

Soil erosion is the most prominent phenomenon of the district resulting huge deposition of fertile soil in the 

valley region. Vast areas of land remained uncultivable wasteland. 
 
 

 

Administrative Divisions 
 

The total geographical area of the district is 6259 sq. kms. Out of which the Urban and Rural 

areas are 79.37 sq. kms (1.27%) (Municipalities & Non-Municipalities) and 6179.63 sq. kms (98.73 %) 

respectively. The district headquarter is situated at Purulia town (23
o
20' north latitude and 86

o
22'30" 

east longitude) having three administrative sub-divisions viz. Purulia Sadar East, Purulia Sadar West 

and Raghunathpur. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

. 
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There are 24 Police Stations: 

 
1. Purulia Town J  13.Jhalda 

2. Purulia Muffasil 14. Manbazar 

3. Hura 15. Kenda 

4. Puncha 16. Boro 

5. Joypur 17. Para 

6. Arsha 18. Santaldih 

7. Baghmundih 19. Raghunathpur 

8. Balarampur 20. Kashipur 

9. Barabazar 21. Neturia 

10. Bandwan S  22. Santuri 

11. Adra 23. Kotshila 

12. Purulia Sadar Woman PS 24. Raghunathpur Sub Divisional Woman PS    
 

Sub-Division wise detail of 20 Community Development Blocks:   

Purulia Sadar Manbazar  Jhalda  Raghunathpur 

1. Purulia ïI PPuncha 1.Puncha     1. Baghmundi 1. Kashipur 

2. Purulia -II     2. Manbazar-I Man     2. Jhalda-I 2. Neturia 

3. Hura   3.  Manbazar-II       3. Jhalda-II  3. Santuri 

4. Balarampur    4.   Bandwan      4. Joypur 4. Raghunathpur ï I 

5. Arsha    5.  Barabazar              xx 5. Raghunathpur -II  

    xx xx              xx 6. Para.  

 

3 Municipalities (Purulia, Raghunathpur, Jhalda), 8 non-municipal towns, 170 Gram Panchayats, 
 

2683 mouzas (2468 inhabited villages) and 1911 Gram Sansads.  
 

 

Purulia local milieus & ethos 
 

Jaina Bhagavati-Sutra of circa 5th century A.D. mentions that Purulia was one of the 16 

Mahajanapadas and was a part of the country known as Vajra-bhumi in ancient times. However, little is 

known about Purulia before the East-India Company obtained the 'Diwani' of Bengal, Bihar, Orissa in 

1765. By Regulation XVIIII of 1805, a Jungle Mahals district composed of 23 parganas and mahals 

including the present Purulia (known as 'Purulia' those days) was formed. Regulation XIII of 1833 

broke up the Jungle Mahals district and a new district called Manbhum was constituted with 

headquarters at Manbazar. The district was very large in size and included parts of Bankura, Burdwan 

of present West Bengal and Dhanbad, Dhalbhum, Saraikela and Kharswan of present states of 

Jharkhand and Orissa. In 1838 the district headquarters was transferred to Purulia of today. Since the 

formation of the district it was withdrawn from regular administration and placed under an officer 

called Principal Assistant to the agent to the Governor-General for South-Western Frontier. The title of 

the officer Principal Agent was later changed to Deputy Commissioner by Act XX of 1854. Finally in 

1956 Manbhum district was partitioned between Bihar and West Bengal under the States 

Reorganization Act and the Bihar and West Bengal (Transfer of Territories) Act 1956 and the present 

district Purulia was born on 1st November 1956. 
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Demographic Profile  
 

Particulars 1991 Census %  2001 Census  %  2011 Census(P) 

Total Population 2224577  2536516   2927965 

Male Population 1142771 51.37 1298078  51.18 1497620 

Female Population 1081806 48.63 1238438  48.82 1430309 

Other Population      36 

Rural Population 2014571 90.56 2281090  89.93 2554584 

Urban Population 210006 9.44 255426  10.07 373381 

0-6 years Population 413603 18.59 408803  16.12 393562 

Scheduled Caste 430513 19.35 463956  18.29 535544 

Scheduled Tribe 427765 19.23 463452  18.27 534963 

Households 384419  449895   752652 

Sex Ratio 947  954   955 

Population Density (sq.KM.) 355  405   468 

Decadal Growth Rate 20.00(1981-91)  14.02(1991-01)   15.43 

Literates 783925 43.29 1182284  55.57 1656940 

Female Literates 204096 23.24 378790  36.50 635485 

Rural Literate Total 658624 40.32 1014101  53.24 1404686 

Urban Literate Total 125301 70.58 168183  75.40 252254  

 

Out of the 2468 rural inhabited mouzas of this district 994 mouzas has been declared as 

backward i.e. 40.28 % of the inhabited mouzas are backward. 
 
 

 

Railways 
 

The District is served by good Rail connections provided by the S.E.R. One Line runs from 

Tatanagar in the South through the District upto Asansol passing through Purulia and Adra. Another 

Line runs between Bankura and Dhanbad via Adra, Santaldih. One line connects Purulia with Bokaro 

on north and Muri/ Ranchi on west. Major cities and towns like Ranchi, Tatanagar, Patna, Howrah, 

Dhanbad, Asansol, Bhubaneswar, Delhi, Mumbai, and Chennai etc. are now connected with Purulia by 

direct mail/express trains. 
 
 

 

Roads 
 

The road transport network is almost adequate in terms of availability of bus and flow of goods 

carriage. National Highway 32 connects this district with Jamshedpur, Bokaro, Chas and Dhanbad. 

National Highway 60A and State Highway 2 connects Purulia with Bankura District. State Highway 4 

and 4A connects Purulia with Ranchi in one side and South Bankura on other side. State Highway 5 

connects Purulia with Industrial and Coal field area of Burdwan District. State Highway 8 connects 

Northern part of Bankura on one side and Chas-Chandankiary-Bokaro on other side. 
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Electricity 

 

Purulia district has one Thermal Power Station at Santaldih (STPS). Another Power generation 

unit i.e. P.P.S.P. at Bagmundi with generation capacity of 4x 225 MW also started functioning. The 

district however receives power from the provincial grid through Purulia 132/33 KV Sub-Station of 

WBSEB (connected with STPS and Purulia DVC Sub-Station). Besides that, 33 KV Sub-Stations are 

serving each and every block area. 
 
 

 

Communication 
 

The total number of Post Offices in the District is 443 and numbers of combined (Post & 

Telegraph) are 10. There are 20 Electronic Telephone Exchanges connecting the District to the outer 

World. 
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