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DISTRICT DISASTER MANAGEMENT PLAN (DDMP), DARJEELING  

WEST BENGAL  

 

Chapter I  

INTRODUCTION  

As per the Disaster Management Act 2005, Section 2(d) óDisasterô means a catastrophe, mishap, 

calamity or grave occurrence in any area, arising from natural or manmade causes, or by accident 

or negligence which results in substantial loss of life or human suffering or damage to and 

destruction of property, or damage to, or degradation of environment and is of such a nature or 

magnitude as to be beyond the coping capacity of the community of the affected area.    

Section 2 (e) defines óDisaster Managementô as a continuous and  integrated  process of 

planning, organizing, coordinating and implementing measures which are necessary or expedient 

for 

(i) Prevention of danger or threat of any disaster; 

(ii)  Mitigation or reduction of risk of any disaster or its severity or consequences; 

(iii)  Capacity building; 

(iv) Prompt response to any threatening disaster situation or disaster; 

(v) Assessing the severity of magnitude/effects of any disaster; 

(vi) Evacuation, rescue and relief. 

 

1.1 Aims and Objectives 

- Manage disasters in a planned and effective manner in the district. 

- Minimize the loss of life and property from disasters to the extent of its full recovery. 

- Stringent the roles of all the stakeholders in managing disasters. 

- Strengthen the districtôs mechanism of managing disasters. 

1.2 Authority for DDMP: DM Act 2005  

The effective management of disasters would necessitate the formulation of a concrete 

specific District Disaster Management Plan under section 31 of DM Act 2005 which shall be  
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prepared by the District Authority, after consultation with the local authorities and having 

regard to the National and State Plan, to be approved by the State Authority. The Plan shall 

include ï 

(i) The areas in the district vulnerable to different forms of disasters; 

(ii)  The measures to be taken, for prevention and mitigation of disaster, by the departments 

of the Government at the district level and local authorities in the district; 

(iii)  The capacity building and preparedness measures required to be taken by the 

Departments of the Government at the district level and the local authorities in the 

district to respond to any threatening disaster situation or disaster; 

(iv) The response plans and procedures, in the event of a disaster, proving ï 

(a) Allocation of responsibilities to the departments of the Government at the district 

level and the local authorities in the district 

(b) The measures to be taken, for prevention and mitigation of disaster, by the 

Departments of the Government at the district level and the local authorities in the 

district to respond to any threatening disaster situation; 

(c) The response plans and procedures, in the event of a disaster, providing for ï 

(i) Allocation of  responsibilities to the departments of the Government at the 

district level and the local authorities in the district ; 

(ii)  Prompt response to disaster and relief thereof; 

(iii)  Establishment of communication links; and  

(iv) The dissemination of information to the public; 

1.3 Evolution of DDMP: Each district has to prepare a concrete Disaster Management plan 

which needs to be very prompt and effective. Darjeeling districtôs disaster management 

department being established in the year 2006 following the DM Act 2005 the plan is 

gradually evolving in accordance to the guidelines of NDMA.  
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1.4 Stakeholders and their responsibilities: 

The main stakeholders would include communities, local government, regional 

institutions, NGOs, medical centers, district authorities, police and line departments. The 

identified stakeholders with their responsibilities in Darjeeling district are:  

       

  Management  

Disaster Management Dept.ô (D.M Office), Disaster 

Management Department (G.T.A) 

 Law and order  Police Administration 

 

Search and Rescue 

Operation 

 

GREF, HQ 33 Corps, HQ North Bengal Frontier Border 

Security Force (Kadamtala),  

123 Mountain Brigage (Jalpahar), 17 JAK (Khaprail), 29th Bn. 

SSB (Khaprail),  

 

Communication  

 

AIR Kurseong, Siliguri, District information and cultural office 

(Darjeeling), Indian Meteorological Department (Jalpaiguri),  

 

 

Transportation 

 

Air force Station (Bagdogra), Airforce Station (Bagora), Public 

Works (Roads) NH, PWD roads (G.T.A & State).  

 

 

Services  

 

PHE Department, WBSEDCL (Darjeeling Division), Fire 

Service, PHE Dept.ô (G.T.A), Agriculture Department, A.R.D 

Department (G.T.A), Irrigation and Water Ways depôt. 

(G.T.A), Food and Supplies Department (Darjeeling),  Office 

of the C.M.O.H, North Bengal Medical College & Hospital 

 

 Detail List of contacts attached in annexure 

 

1.5 How to use DDMP Framework: The effective usage of the plan depends on the 

acknowledgement of the Hazard Vulnerability Risk and Capacity (HVRC) analysis and 

accordingly preparing the roles and responsibilities department wise for overall 

management of disaster. The plan will serve as a base for the continuous process of 

disaster management cycle from preparing, preventing, to restoring the calamitous 

situation
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1.6 Approval Mechanism of DDMP: The copies of the District Plan referred to in sub- 

sections (2) and (4) are to be made available to the Departments of the Government in 

the district. The district authority shall send a copy of the District Plan to the State 

Authority which shall forward it to the State Government.  

1.7 The District Plan is to be reviewed and updated annually. It shall review from time to 

time the implementation of the Plan and issue such instructions to different departments 

of the Government in the district as it may deem necessary for the implementation 

thereof.  

 

     DISASTER MANAGEMENT CYCLE  

The functioning and the management of any grave calamity are based on the cyclic 

mechanism of Disaster Management, whereby three phases of Disaster Management 

Cycle are identified for executing District Disaster Management Plan. 

 

  

PRE 
DISASTER  

DURING 
DISASTER  

POST 
DISASTER 

Hazard Vulnerability Risk 

Assessment (HVRA), 

Institutional Arrangement, 

Preventive, Mitigation 

Measures, Preparedness and 

Capacity Building measures. 

Search & Rescue, Relief 

Operation, Action Plans, 

Standard Operating 

Procedures. 

Reconstruction, 

Rehabilitation, 

Recovery 

measures, 

Sustainable 

Development 
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CHAPTER II 

DISTRICT  HAZARD  VULNERABILITY  CAPACITY  RISK ASSESSMENT (HVCRA)  

Located on the northern most edge of West Bengal, Darjeeling district with a total geographical 

area of 2095.79 sq.km occupies 2.4% of the total area of West Bengal. It shares its political 

borders with Nepal (West), Sikkim (North), Kalimpong, Jalpaiguri (East), Bangladesh 

(Southeast) and Uttar Dinajpur (South). The district, a part of Lesser Himalayas within the 

domain of the Great Himalayan Range is a region of distinct topography with approximately 

70%  hill topography.   

District Profile 

Geographical Profile 

District HQ Darjeeling Town (27̄03ôN and 881̄6ôE) 

Topography The District comprises of hills with their altitudinal range stand abrupt against 

the misty snow clad Kanchenjunga at 8510 m in Nepal, and low lying plains to 

its south.  The hills start gradually from the foothills in Siliguri subdivisions 

(200 m above sea level) and goes up to as high as 3400 m in Sadar 

subdivision, north west of the District. Both its north eastern and north 

western corners are marked by high altitude of more than 2000 m. From 

Kanchenjunga, Singalila range, an immense ridge of 60 miles long, stretch 

south to the plains, forming the boundary between Nepal and Darjeeling.  

Climate The climate of the hill region is of warm humid with mild summer (maximum 

temperature barely crossing 25̄ C) whereas the plains experience hot humid 

condition (maximum temperature as high as 42 C̄) .The monsoon season 
(June to September) is characterized by torrential monsoon rains that lash the 

towns. The atmosphere is highly humid that range between 90% to 95%. 

Winters see average temperature averaging between 5 ̄ C to 7̄  C. 

Occasionally the temperature may drop below freezing inducing rare snowfall. 

During monsoon and winter, region is often shrouded in mist and fog.  

Rainfall  Avg. Annual Rainfall : 2489.08 mm to 3900mm 
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Administrative Profile 

Subdivision C.D 

Block/M.A/M/N.A 

Panchayat Town 

Samity Gram Gram 

Sansad 

M.C M N.A C.T 

Sadar Sub 

Division 

Darjeeling 

Municipality 

- - - - 1 

(W 32) 

 8 

 

Darjeeling 

Pulbazaar 

1 23 241 - - - - 

Sukhiapokhari 

Jorebunglow 

1 16 198 - - - 4 

Rangli Rangliot 1 11 107     

Kurseong 

Subdivision 

Kurseong M - - - - 1 

(W20) 

1 

(W9) 

1 

Kurseong 1 14 123 - - - 1 

Mirik 

Subdivision 

Mirik (N.A)  - - - - - 1 

(W9) 

- 

Mirik  1 6 75 - - - - 

Siliguri 

Subdivision 

Siligui M.C - - - 1 

(W47) 

- - - 

Matigara 1 5 83 - - - 6 

Naxalbari 1 6 95 - - - 6 

Khairibari 1 4 60 - - - 2 

Phasidewa 1 7 111 - - - - 

Total 10 91 1093 1 2 2 28 

 M= Municipality, M.C = Municipal Corporation, W= Ward no, 

 C.T= Census Town, N.A = Notified Area  

 

Demographic Profile 

Sub Divisions       Rural population Urban population Total population 

 

 

Sadar  

M F T M F T M F T 

 

131072  

 

130840  

 

261912  

 

83200  

 

84269  

 

167469 

 

214272 

 

215109 

 

429381  

Kurseong 63308  62969    126277  34227  34176  68403   97535  97145  194680    

Siliguri 272511  262710  535221  224491 211408 435899  497002 474118 971120  

District 466891 456519 923410 341918 329853 671771 808809 786372 1595181 
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