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The district of Darjeeling located at the northern most edge of West Bengal, bounded by
international territories represents one of the most distinct topography. Against the majestic
backdrop of Kanchenjunga, it extends from lofty Himalayas in the north to the foothills in its
south, with serpentine rivers cascading throughout the district.

The district with complex geological setup is often at the wrath of natural calamities, aggravated
more by the interference of humans. The district having a multi hazardous profile, falls under the
seismic zone IV of earthquake vulnerability mapping, the hills are prone to landslides of
different magnitude whereas Siliguri subdivision is vulnerable to flooding. Other than these,
often the district is hit by cyclonic catastrophe, infrastructural collapse and fire accidents.

District being under the multi hazardous profile incurring huge loss every year, has become a
cause of concern to integrate developmental works in consideration to district’s hazardous
profile. As per the DM Act 2005, each District Disaster Management Authority headed by
District Magistrate becoming the nodal authority, is entrusted with the responsibility of preparing
a precise plan for management of disasters each year.

The DDMP of Darjeeling has been prepared with a holistic and flexible approach, including the
block/department specific plans, hazard specific operating procedures, upgrading of equipment,
trainings, resources and community participation in all the relevant exercises conducted as such.
Managing a catastrophic event is an immense challenge, which necessitates the involvement of
all sectors, stakeholders, community and individual from all the diverse fields, whereby all come
together and take up not only reactive but sensible proactive responsibilitics as well.

Ms. Joyoshi Das Gupta, IAS
District Magistrate,
Darjeeling
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DISTRICT DISASTER MANAGEMENT PLAN (DDMP), DARJEELING
WEST BENGAL

Chapter |
INTRODUCTION

As per the Disaster Management Act 2088¢ction2 d) 6 Di saster & means a
calamity or grave occurrence in any area, arising from natural or manmade causes, or by accident

or negligence which results in substantial loss of life or human suffering or damage to and
destruction of property, or damage to, or degradation of environamehis of such a nature or

magnitude as to be beyond the coping capacity of the community of the affected area.

Section 2 (e) def i ne sa cantihuossaasd ireegraed/ procegs eoine nt 6
planning, organizing, coordinating and implementimgasures whichre necessary or expedient

for

® Prevention of danger or threat of any disaster;

(i) Mitigation or reduction of risk of any disaster or its severity or consequences;
(i)  Capacity building;

(iv)  Prompt response to any threatening disaster situation otetisas

(v) Assesgig the severity of magnitudefects of any disaster;

(vi)  Evacuation, rescue and relief.

1.1 Aims and Objectives
- Manage disasters in a planned and effective manner in the district.
- Minimize the los%f life and property from disasters to the extentofull recovery.
- Stringentthe roles of all the stakeholders in managing disasters.

- Strengthen the districtéas mechani sm of man
1.2 Authority forDDMP: DM Act 2005

The effective management of disasters would necessitate the formult@ncancrete
specificDistrict Disaster Managementd? undersection 31 of DM Act 2005 which shall be



prepared by the District Authority, after consultation with the local authorities and having
regard to the National and State Plan, to be approvedeb$ttite Authority. The Plan shall
includei

(1) The areas in the district vulnerable to different forms of disasters;

(i) The measures to be taken, for prevention and mitigation of disaster, by the departments
of the Government at the district level and local aritles in the district;

(i)  The capacity building and preparedness measures required to be taken by the
Departments of the Government at the district level and the local authorities in the
district to respond to any threatening disaster situation or disaster;

(iv)  The response plans and procedures, in the event of a disaster, jproving
(a) Allocation of responsibilities to the departments of the Government at the district

level and the local authorities in the district
(b) The measurego be taken, for prevention and médigon of disaster, by the
Departments of the Government at the district level and the local authorities in the
district to respond to any threategidisaster situatign
(c) The response plans and procedures, in the event of a disaster, providing for
) Allocation of responsibilities to the departments of the Government at the
district level and the local authorities in the district ;
(i) Prompt response to disaster and relief thereof;
(i)  Establishment of communication links; and
(iv)  Thedissemination of information tté public;
1.3Evolution of DDMP:Each district has to prepare a concrete Disaster Management plan
which needs to beery promptanee f f ect i ve. Darjeeling distr
department being established in the year 2006 following the DM Act 2@0lah is

gradually evolving in accordance to the guidelines of NDMA.



1.4 Stakeholders and their responsibilities:
The main stakeholders would include communities, local government, regional
institutions, NGOsmedical centers, district authoritigglice and line department3he

identified stakeholdenwith their responsibilitiegn Darjeeling district are:

Disaster Management Deptd (D. M Misdister

Management Management Department (G.T).A

Law and order Police Administration

GREF, HQ 33 Corps, HQ North Bengal Frontier Border
Security Force (Kadamtala),

Operation 123 Mountain Brigage (Jalpahar), 17 JAK (Khaprail), 29th E
SSB (Khaprail),

Search and Rescl

AIR Kurseong,Siliguri, District information and cairal office

Communication (Darjeeling), Indian Meteorological Department (Jalpaiguri)

Air force Station (Bagdogra), Airforce Station (Bagora), Puk

Transportation Works (Roads) NH, PWD roads (G.T.A & State).

PHE Department, WBSEDCL (Darjeeling\ision), Fire
ServicePHEDept . 6 ( G. T. A), Agri cu
Department (G.T. A), l rriga
(G.T.A), Food and Supplies Department (Darjeeling), Offic
of the C.M.O.HNorth Bengal Medical College & Hospital

Services

Detail Listof contacts attached in annexure

1.5How to use DDMPFramework: The effective usage of the plan depends on the
acknowledgement of the Hazard Vulnerability Risk and Capacity (HVRC) analysis and
accordingly preparing the roles and responsibilities departmese¢ for overall
management of disaster. The plan will serve as a base for the continuous process of
disaster management cycle from preparing, preventing, to restoring the calamitous

situation



1.6 Approval Mechanism of DDMPThe copies of the District Plan ferred to in sub
sections (2) and (4) ate be made available to the Departments of the Government in
the district. The district authority shall send a copy of the District Plan to the State
Authority which shall forward it to the State Government.

1.7The District Plan is to be reviewed and updated annuéllghall review from time to
time theimplementation othe Plan and issue such instructions to different departments
of the Government in the district as it may deem necessary for the implementation

thereof.

DISASTER MANAGEMENT CYCLE

The functioning and the management of any grave calaangyased on the cyclic
mechanism of Disaster Management, whereby three phases of Disaster Management
Cycle are identified for executing District Disaster Mg@ment Plan.

Reconstuction,

Rehabilitation POST PRE Hazard Vulnerability Risk
ilitation,
Recovery DISASTER DISASTER Assessment (HVRA),
Institutional Arrangement,
sﬂzijﬁ;ﬁé Preventive, Mitigation

Measures, Preparedness and

Development Capacity Building measures

DURING
DISASTER

Search & Rescue, Relief
Operation, Action Plans,
Standard Operating
Procedures.



CHAPTER Il

DISTRICT HAZARD VULNERABILITY CAPACITY RISK ASSESSMENT (HVCRA)

Located on the northern most edge of West Bengal, Darjeeling district with a total geographical

area of 2095.79 sqg.km occupies 2.4% of the total area of Bérwjal. It shares its political

borders with Nepal (West), Sikkim (North), Kalimpong, Jalpaiguri (East), Bangladesh
(Southeast) and Uttar Dinajpur (South). The districtpart of Lesser Himalayas within the

domain of the Great Himalayan Range is a regbmlistinct topographyith approximately
70% hill topography.

District Profile

Geographical Profile

District HQ

Darjeeling Town (270 3 6 N aln6dd E8) 8

Topography

The District comprises ohills with their altitudinal range stand abrupt agai
the migy snow cladkanchenjunga at 8510 m in Nepal, and low lying plain
its south. The hills start gradually from the foothills in Siliguri subdivisig
(200 m above sea level) and goes up to as high as 3400 m in
subdivision, north west of the DistticBoth its north eastern and no
western corners are marked by high altitude of more than 2000 m.
Kanchenjunga, Singalila range, an immense ridge of 60 miles long, §
south to the plains, forming the boundary between Nepal and Darjeeling.

Climate

The climate of tk hill region is of warm humid with mild summené&ximum
temperature barely crossing 26) whereas the plains experienget humid
condition (maximum temperature as high as 42) .The monsoon seasg
(June to September) is charaited by torrential monsoon rains that lash
towns. The atmosphere is highly humid that range between 90% to
Winters see average temperature averaging betweerC5to 7 C.
Occasionally the temperature may drop below freezing inducing rare sng
During monsoon and winter, regiona&en shrouded in mist and fog.

Rainfall

Avg. Annual Rainfall : 2489.08 mm to 3900mm




Administrative Profile

Subdivision| C.D Panchayat Town
Block/M.A/M/N.A | Samity| Gram| Gram | M.C M N.A | CT
Sansad
Sadar Sub | Darjeeling - - - - 1 8
Division Municipality (W 32)
Darjeeling 1 23 241 - - - -
Pulbazaar
Sukhiapokhari 1 16 198 - - - 4
Jorebunglow
Rangli Rangliot 1 11 107
Kurseong | Kurseong M - - - - 1 1 1
Subdivision (W20) | (W9)
Kurseong 1 14 123 - - - 1
Mirik Mirik (N.A) - - - - - 1 -
Subdivision (W9)
Mirik 1 6 75 - - - -
Siliguri Siligui M.C - - - 1 - - -
Subdivision (W47)
Matigara 1 5 83 - - - 6
Naxalbari 1 6 95 - - - 6
Khairibari 1 4 60 - - - 2
Phasidewa 1 7 111 - - - -
Total 10 91 1093 |1 2 2 28
M= Municipality, M.C = Municipal Corporationyw= Ward no,
C.T=Census Town, N.A = Notified Area
Demographic Profile
Sub Divisions Rural population Urban population Total population
M F T M F T M F T
Sadar 131072 | 130840| 261912 | 83200 | 84269 | 167469 | 214272| 215109 | 429381
Kurseong | 63308 62969 | 126277 | 34227 34176 | 68403 | 97535 | 97145 | 194680
Siliguri 272511 | 262710| 535221 | 224491 | 211408 | 435899 | 497002 | 474118| 971120
District 466891 | 456519| 923410 | 341918 | 329853| 671771 | 808809| 786372| 1595181
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